THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

cessors of Istuvegu appears to have invaded
Babylonia.

An astronomical tablet of early date records :
'' The Tsab Manda comes and governs the land.
The altars of the great gods are taken away. Bel
goes to the land of Elarn."1

Media and Elam bordered upon Ellipi, which
was the chief seat of the power of Astyages,2
and Media was doubtless included in his
dominions. His royal city was Ekbatana, or
Agamtanu, now Hamadan/ which was built by
his ancestor Deiokes, who appears to have united
the different tribes of Media under his rule.4

Inscriptions of Nabonidos and Cyrus say that
Istuvegu was defeated by the latter. These
records, however, agree with the account given
in the Bundehis, that the invader was aided by
an insurrection. They also mention that Istuvegu
was delivered up to the conqueror by his own
army.5

It seems not unlikely that one cause of this
revolt was, as suggested by Firdusi/ the religious
zeal of the king, and his encouragement of the
cruel rites and human sacrifices connected with

1 " Records of Past," N.S., Pref., I. xiv.        2 Ib. v. 153.

3  "Ancient Empires of East," 240.

4 Herodotus, Clio, xcviii., c.;  " Ancient Empires of East,"
239.              B " Records of Past," N.S., v. 159.

6 Shahnama, Atkinson, 41.
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